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Basant P
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ami

Basant Panchami can also lived on its banks. Some
literally be translated as also trace the origins of Vedas
“Yellow”  Panchami. This a2 &\ and Upanishads to these
is the day we propitiate < very rishis and maharishis.
Goddess Saraswati. People I B v ( Metaphorically,  knowledge
drape themselves with yellow G ‘flowed” along with the river
clothes and also share yellow . Saraswati. Thus the direct

sweets.  These  symbolic -
things have very deep historical and
mythological significance.

We in India follow luni-solar calendar
and we know that Makar Sankranti is
on 14-15 January. And, that the Sun has
already started its ‘Northwards’ journey
from the Tropic of Capricorn (Makar).
With these celestial occurring, bitter
cold in the Northern parts of India
slowly gives way to pleasant weather.
Basant Panchami is on the fifth day of
the waxing moon (Sukla Paksha) in the
month of Magha. This corresponds to
the months of January/February in the
Gregorian calendar. And starting from
this day, Spring tip-toes in and goes
into full bloom by Holi.

The mythical, mighty and the elusive
river Saraswati was a Himalayan river
which carries great significance in the
Hindu mythology. Advent of the Spring
heralded glacial melting which resulted
in swelling up the river Saraswati.
Mustard plants along its banks would
soon go into full bloom thus draping
the river like a giant miles long yellow
saree producing a truly majestic and
mesmerising sight. Legends also hold
that hundreds of rishis and maharishis
used to dwell along the banks of this
river. It is said the great sage Ved Vyas

association of the colour
yellow or ‘Basanti and ‘knowledge’
with the river which was named after
the Goddess Saraswati is so apt. Basant
Panchami is a sacred day on which we
not only worship the Goddess but also
celebrate knowledge and also initiate
learning and writing in the young
children.

As an ode to the syncretic culture of
India, this day is celebrated in different
iterations by different communities.
People in Punjab have traditionally
celebrated the Basant festival on this day
by wearing resplendent yellow apparel.
People in the neighbouring country
are also known to celebrate the season
of Basant by flying kites. Sufi Basant
is its yet another iteration where it is
celebrated by a particular order of the
Sufis at the dargah of Nizammuddin
Auliya. This day is a great proof of
the strong bond shared by the people
of this great country, India who have
a common history. It is also a great
tribute to the intelligence of the people
of ancient India who could link so
beautifully such complex concepts of
divinity, spirituality and knowledge.
Prajna Parida

Angul

geral |15



Swami Vivekananda
The modern face of Hinduism

Born on 12th Jan 1863 at
Kolkata, Narendranath Datta
was a bright boy inclined to
spirituality. Attracted to

Brahmo Samaj and
influenced by mentor Swami
Ramakrishna, he took the
monastic vows in 1886 at the
age of

23, with the name of Vivekananda “the
bliss of wisdom”.

Swami Vivekananda is popular for
introduction of Vedanta and Yoga to the
Western world and is credited with

raising interfaith awareness, and
bringing Hinduism to the status of a
major world religion at a time when

politically India was a British Colony,
and the supreme white race expected to
enlighten the rest of the world.

In 1893, Vivekananda embarked on
his first journey to the western world via
China, Japan and Canada, reaching

Chicago to participate at the World
Parliament of Religions in Sep 1893. His
famous speech starting with

"Sisters and brothers of America”
happened here, which mesmerised the
audience completely. He greeted USA as
the youngest of the nations, on behalf of
"the most ancient order of monks in the
world, the Vedic order of

sannyasis, a religion which has taught
the world both tolerance and universal
acceptance". The New York

16 | cfcczymee

Herald noted, "Vivekananda
is undoubtedly the greatest
figure in the Parliament of
Religions. After hearing him
we feel how foolish it is to send
missionaries to this learned
nation".

Following the Parliament
of Religions, Vivekananda delivered
hundreds of lectures across the United
States,

England and Europe, disseminating
the core tenets of Hindu philosophy. "I
do not come", said Swamiji on one

occasion in America, "to convert you
to a new belief. I want you to keep your
own belief; I want to make

the Methodist a better Methodist; the
Presbyterian a better Presbyterian; the
Unitarian a better Unitarian. I want

to teach you to live the truth, to reveal
the light within your own soul”.

Swami Vivekananda founded Vedanta
Society of New York and the Vedanta
Society of San Francisco

(now Vedanta Society of Northern
California), both of which became the
foundations for Vedanta Societies in the

West.

He established the Ramakrishna Math,
at Belur, Kolkata for spiritual training for
monastics and householder

devotees, and  founded  the
Ramakrishna Mission (1897) - to provide
charity, social work and education.



He propagated the idea that "the divine,
the absolute, exists within all human
beings regardless of social

status”, and that "seeing the divine as
the essence of others will promote love
and social harmony".

Mahatma Gandhi counted him among
the few Hindu reformers "who have
maintained this Hindu religion in a

state of splendour by cutting down the
dead wood of tradition.

Swami Vivekananda left for his
heavenly abode on 04th Jul 1902, at the
young age 39. However, he stands tall in

the spiritual and cultural map of India.
His birthday, 12th Jan is celebrated as
National Youth Day in India.

Our obeisance to the great monk,
philosopher, author and religious guru.

Namita Sahoo
Bhubaneswar

Musings on
International Women's Day....

The land of Maitreyi,
Lopamudra and Gargi,

the land of Sarojini Naidu and
Shakuntala Devi

have reasons to smile, smiles of
celebratory contentment for,
the world rises to recognise
her achievement.

Taking care of the hearth of home
she essays roles myriad selflessly

to render everyone's life comfortable
and convenient.

Having risen with the sun, she invokes
the benediction of the Almighty for
everyone's welfare.

An ear for every soul's woes,
promising a smile genuine sees her
through.

She, the lady of the household truly, an
embodiment of values and virtues.

The heart overflows with
compassion and empathy,
woman, you make the world a
better place to live in.

The legacy of the scholars,
artists, nurses, architects and
patriots continues,

with the fabric of the nation
inspired.

Let's celebrate the femine energy
endowed with the capacity to create,
preserve, sustain life incessant this
Women's Day.

The janmabhoomi of ours, the
tapobhoomi of the mystic and saintly
reverberates with humanity and equality
to empower the women of the land, hail
Women's Day.
Sujata Pani
Damanjodi
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UNFORGETTABLE NETA]JI

Subhash Chandra
widely known as Netaji, was

Bose

an Indian nationalist and
prominent figure of the Indian
Independence movement,
whose attempt during IInd
World war to rid India of
British rule with the help of
Germany and Japan is noteworthy.

Bose was born on 23 January 1897 in
Cuttack, Bengal Province to Prabhavathi
Devi and Jankinath Bose. He was the
ninth in a family of 14 children. He was
academically brilliant securing second
position in his matriculation exam in
school. For higher education, he did his
B.A in Philosophy at the Scottish Church
College under the University of Calcutta.
He even got selected in the Indian Civil
Services (ICS) but resigned from his
position in 1921 as he didn’t wish to serve
the British government.

At the age of 16, he became fascinated
by the teachings of Swami Vivekananda
and Ramakrishna after reading their
works. Vivekananda’s emphasis on social
services and reform had inspired Nose
and influenced his socialist political
ideology. Subhash Chandra Bosebelieved
that the Bhagwat Gita was a great source
of inspirations for the struggle against
the British.

Subhash Chandra Boses first act
of defiance against the British was in
18|Jym

Presidency college, when he
Oaten,
who allegedly made anti-India

assaulted Professor

comments and manhandled
He
expelled from the college

Indian students. was
although he officially appealed
that he didnt

participate in the assault.

actually

In 1923, Bose became the President
of the All India Youth Congress and
then eventually became the Congress
President in 1938. He had a fall out with
Congress in 1939 and was expelled from
his leadership position as Gandhiji and
he had differences in their approaches to
fighting the British. While he advocated
for armed revolution against the British,
Gandhiji was adamant on only using
non-violent techniques to gain freedom
from the colonizers.

He was jailed 11 times during his
fight for freedom. His radical activities
against the British rule often led him to
imprisonment but never deterred him.
Before his presidency at INC, Bose had
ventured into journalism and started
the newspaper ‘Swaraj’ and later became
the editor of the newspaper ‘Forward’
by Chittaranjan Das, a fellow nationalist
from Bengal. He was a progressive thinker
and wanted women to enlist in the Indian
National Armyto fightfor their country.



In 1943, while addressing a crowd
of Indians in Singapore, he asked for
a “unit of brave Indian women to
form a ‘Death-defying Regiment’ who
will wield the sword, which the brave
Rani of Jhansi wielded in India’s First
War of Independence in 1857 Since
the request was unusual for its time, it
received a lot of criticism.

His most famous slogans were “give me
blood and I will give you freedom” and

“Delhi chalo.” INA also used the slogan
Inquilab zindabad which was coined by
Maulana Hasrat Mohan.

Netaji was flying from Bangkok to
Tokyo by plane and is believed that he is
died in a plane crash on August 18 1945,
but till date no evidence of netaji's death
was found.

Kamana Singh
Bhubaneswar

WHAT I WANT TO BE

What you want to be!
Many ask me

since I can talk

I don't know yet

I say and they are

at shock

why I must decide

so early

I want to enjoy

life is so lovely!

If you have aim,

it helps to focus

but it can be stressful

and can choke us

So, I want to give it a time
To be able to understand
and be clear and define.

Forlifeis full of opportunities
So, many things are

to be explored

may be I would be

able to find

that one has heard of
remained undefined

I am not last or

cannot do

I can do it

and its true

So, If you give me
some time and let it be
then soon shall you see
and that exactly is
what I want to be.

Tushita Swaroop Taksande
Bhubaneswar
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Readers are requested to send their write ups, suggestions and feedback to nmssangini@gmail.com

in clear handwriting or soft copy before 31st May 2023 - Editor-in-Chief
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